


Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 2, 2013
Luke 7:1-10

Faith of an Outsider

The centurion in today’s scripture had deep simple faith.  He said:  “Jesus, you just say the word and my servant will be healed.  Jesus, you don’t even need to come to my house.  You don’t need to come and put your hand on his forehead and say, ‘rise, get up and walk.’  You don’t need to spit into the ground and take up some mud and touch his body with it.  Jesus, you don’t even need to come to my house.  All you have to do is from right here, you say the word and my servant will be healed.  My servant doesn’t even believe.  I am the one who believes.”  And Jesus said:  “Let me tell you.  I have never seen... such faith...in all of Israel”  And Jesus said to the centurion,  “You can go home now.”  And he went home, and found his servant healed.
 --Edward F. Markquart

VISIONARIES
    Since 1995, “Visionaries,” the award-winning public television documentary series, has been telling the stories of non-profit organizations that are making a difference in the world.  Last January, for the premier episode of its 18th year, “Visionaries” lifted up our partner, Church World Service (CWS), in a special two-part program.  
    Why Church World Service?  Thirty-seven Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox denominations support CWS’s efforts to combat hunger and poverty worldwide, and Judy Santos, producer of “Visionaries” says:
    “We were impressed with your vision of a world where no child goes hungry and how well you articulate that vision, and also by your ability, on a one-to-one basis, to carry out that mission on an immediate basis with the people you have on the ground.”  
    Church World Service believes that finding long-term solutions to hunger and poverty is the only way to achieve peace and justice the world.  Convinced that “there is enough for us all,” CWS concentrates on helping people in need to help themselves, through education, technical assistance, and training in community development.
    Many United Church of Christ congregations support Church World Service directly by participating in the annual interfaith “Crop Hunger Walks” in their communities.  In addition, some of our gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission support CWS, whose disaster response programs in the United States have even brought help to local UCC church communities in need.











Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 9, 2013
1 Kings 17:8-16, (17-24)

Gorgeous Compassion

While we know Elijah as a great prophet with many stories told about him in the Old Testament, his memory plays a role in the New Testament as well, for his name comes up often when people wrestle with who Jesus is (see Matthew 27:47). Like Jesus, Elijah’s good news was particularly good for the poor, not the powerful and arrogant. While his preaching doesn’t go over well with Ahab and Jezebel, he does have a good word to bring to the poor but generous widow. Elijah begins with that always-reassuring good news, “Do not be afraid.” Angels and prophets and Jesus himself tell us not to live in fear, no matter how things look. The widow, at the end of her rope and preparing to die with her son, suddenly sees salvation arrive at her door. Where there was scarcity, there is now sufficiency.

YOU’RE WELCOME HERE
     Almost half of the American people, we’re told, have left the religious traditions in which they grew up.  Some of us in the United Church of Christ consider that bad news, because we see only the folks who are leaving our churches.  We don’t appreciate the potential newcomers out there.  To be sure, some of those who have left the church where they were baptized will not join another.  But many others are searching for a new church home.  And the UCC, with its core values of continuing testament, extravagant welcome, and changing lives, could be just what they’re looking for.  
    Evangelism is what we’re talking about, but maybe not in the way we’re used to.  Try thinking of evangelism as being about relationships, grounded in the non-exploitive love of neighbor that reflects the love we receive from God.  
    Many of us grew up in a certain time, and in a specific church culture--one in which new members were expected to “fit in,” in several senses of the word.  But times and culture change, and the church is adapting, learning to speak the languages of people seeking a church, affirming all for whom they are, not how well they conform, and doing so with Christian hospitality.   
    Today, in the United Church of Christ we say: no matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.                                  











Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 16, 2013
1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a

Choose Justice
We might divide the Ten Commandments into two Great Commandments, first, to love God, and second, to love our neighbor. The stories about Elijah illustrate the two strands of our spiritual/ethical DNA: love of God means not worshipping false gods (idolatry--a sin we still commit today), and love of neighbor requires the practice of justice and compassion. In every age, humans have a hard time getting these two things right; the story of Naboth’s vineyard is an ancient illustration of a powerful person’s tragic failure to use his power for good rather than for his own selfish ends. Ahab offends both God and God’s people, and in that sense he breaks both commandments.

“GOD IN THREE PERSONS, BLESSED TRINITY….”
    For most career counselors and placement officers, the bottom line is the same: salary and benefits, with perhaps a nod toward job satisfaction and workplace harmony.  Those factors don’t apply the same way with missionaries, however.  In our success-driven society, what makes a young woman, or man--or even a second-career fifty-something for that matter--become a missionary?
    While corporate recruiters descend upon college campuses, making their pitch at tables in the student union, no one from our Global Ministries needs to beat the bushes for candidates to serve overseas.  Still, they come.  And it obviously isn’t for the usual tangible benefits, either.  No, behind the decision lies something invisible and intangible--that oft-forgotten third person of the Blessed Trinity.
    It’s always been this way.  God’s missionaries have always been touched by, inspired by, the Holy Spirit.  Paychecks and job security don’t enter into their decision.  They answer the call to ministry asking only where they can be of service.  Church administrators may fret: where will the next generation come from?  Still, they come.  Today we are represented on every continent by men and women who are as talented and committed as any we ever sponsored.  The Holy Spirit saw to that--just as she is at work among the indigenous people--clergy and laity alike--where our missionaries serve.
    If, thanks to the Holy Spirit, there is no shortage of qualified candidates for missionary service, something else is in short supply: the financial resources to support our missionaries in their work.  That depends entirely upon us.
      









Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 23, 2013
1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7), 8-15a
In God’s Presence

How many of us have found ourselves on the run from what God is calling us to do and to be? When are we more likely to find ourselves alone and self-justifying than when we’ve run away from the tasks before us? God says to Elijah (and to us): “Listen, Elijah, you need to get back to work; I have things I want to accomplish, and you’re the instrument for getting them done!” As Christians, we are not alone in responding to God’s call: even Jesus did not “go it alone,” but gathered a community around him, and we do the same thing today, as his followers. Each of us has a vocation, and there are things that we need to do in this world, no matter what great challenges we face. 
A TOMORROW CHURCH
    Next Tuesday is the fifty-sixth anniversary of the United Church of Christ.  Birthdays offer us a choice: we can either dwell upon our past experiences and accomplishments or we can concentrate upon our future plans and prospects.  For the UCC, the “God is still speaking” church, the choice is obvious: we are a people with our sights fixed on the many tomorrows before us.  
    After all, we believe that the Bible, God’s holy word, is a living testament.  We are convinced that there is still more divine light and truth for us to discern, and still more work for us to do to usher in God’s realm.
    Not that we aren’t proud of our history.  Think of our accomplishments during the first half-century of our life together!  Creating the New Century Hymnal.  Ordaining the first gay pastor.  Spearheading the environmental justice movement.  The list is long and inspiring.
    But, faithful to our identity as a united and uniting church, we can never rest.  Think of what we are doing now!  Our outreach to all God’s children is expanding to embrace an ever wider world.  That welcome now includes not only other Christians and Jews, but also Muslims and people of still other faiths--or none at all.  In our witness for justice and peace, we now work closely with the Unitarian Universalists.  And our campaign of education and advocacy to combat teen-age bullying continues to grow.  Yes, that list is long and inspiring, too.
    So, as we approach our fifty-sixth anniversary, let us resolve never to forget who we are--a tomorrow church.













Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 30, 2013
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Pick Up the Mantle
As Elijah prepares for the end of his work, and Elisha prepares to succeed him, it’s hard to know what’s going on in their hearts. And so this little story tells us about many signs, dramatic ones like chariots of fire and horses of fire, but also quiet ones, like the assurance that must have settled on Elisha’s heart as the mantle of authority was placed in his hands, and he set out, back across the river, responding to the call of God, and confident of God’s guidance and strength along the way. What do you need to follow God’s will for your life, and how is God calling you today?

GENERAL SYNOD 	29
   Our Bible is packed with stories of ordinary people doing extraordinary things through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  But the story of God speaking, and ordinary people responding, did not end with the scriptures.  It has happened more than once when delegates from the Conferences of the United Church of Christ have met in General Synod.
    Almost forty years ago, General Synod adopted a pronouncement declaring our support for federal, state, and local legislation to guarantee civil liberties for all persons, regardless of their sexual preference, and called for church-wide action to secure such legislation. That prophetic action is only one of the many historic stands that General Synods have taken over the past half century.
    Today, the 29th UCC General Synod is meeting in Long Beach, California.  A major part of the delegates’ time will be spent in hearings and debates on resolutions and priorities, some of them doubtless controversial, as that pronouncement on gay rights once was.  But there is more to Synod than church business, as delegates and visitors know.  There is always time for inspiring worship, service projects and workshops, common meals and award recognition ceremonies, as well as addresses by distinguished personalities
    We lift up the delegates to this year’s General Synod in our thoughts today, and pray that God’s Holy Spirit will inspire their deliberations and decisions.

















Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 7, 2013
2 Kings 5:1-14
Surprising Prophets
The movers and shakers in this story, Naaman the great general, two kings, and one prophet, are all big men in the eyes of the world; even Elisha, who just sends messages here, is a Man of God. But this dramatic healing wouldn’t have happened if the “little people,” the unnamed ones, didn’t move things along. Perhaps we too might consider how to listen more to the “little ones” in the midst of our own society, and be restored to health, like Naaman--and a new kind of freedom--ourselves. 
                                WHY DO WE CALL THEM “PASTOR AND TEACHER”?
    Perhaps you have noticed that, when in the United Church of Christ we install the new ordained leader of a congregation, we call them “Pastor and Teacher”?  Have you ever wondered why?  The Reformed tradition, which came from Huldrich Zwingli and John Calvin, understood that there are pastors in the church and there are the “doctors of the Church,” that is, teachers.  As this worked out among the New England Puritans, there were often two religious leaders of a congregation – the Teacher, whose task was to teach the faith, and the Pastor, who was more concerned with the care of the church.  Usually the Teacher was what we might call the Senior Pastor.  
    As this tradition has come down to us, we have continued to use this dual title.  It has a lot of advantages.  It means to us that our spiritual leader both cares for the church and its people and also guides us in the faith, teaching us about it. This too, is a part of our heritage, the ideal of an educated ministry.
    In recent years, speaking of the “pastor” as “teacher” has come to mean that the task of Christian education is not something added on, as Sunday schools once were, but is a vital part of the life and work of the congregation.  Pastors are wisely involved in this teaching ministry, not only in confirmation classes, but in the entire teaching ministry of the congregation.  To this they have been called and installed.
							Rev. David Lewis Beebe
							Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
							St. Charles, MO














Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 14, 2013
Luke 10:25-37

Caring Neighbors

It seems like a very familiar story about showing compassion even for people we may not want to treat well. We tend to hear it with a satisfied ear, as if we believe we would surely do what the “Good” Samaritan did when he was moved by compassion to help the victim of highway robbery. We put ourselves in the place of the Samaritan, and it’s comfortable there. But perhaps the most moving words, and the most challenging, written about this text are Stephen Patterson’s: “You need your enemy.” Jesus seems to have it all backwards: when asked what we have to do, he tells a story about “us,” lying there in the ditch. That’s the place we ought to find ourselves when we hear this story. We’re lying in the ditch, and we need our enemy to have compassion on us, no matter what. 

Acompañamiento

Missionary Elena Huegel identifies deeply with the concept of caring neighbors. Serving with our Global Ministries partner at the camp and conference center called Shalom Center in Chile, Elena embraces Global Ministries’ vision of acompañamiento, meaning walking in hope with others in God’s mission. 

“At Shalom Center,” Elena writes, “we have a favorite dance called the Wee Waltz.  At the beginning of the dance, we greet each other face to face.  So also begin our relationships.  We stretch out from our own space and hold hands.  When the music starts, we must adjust our rhythm to that of the other person, and we are aware that we are also coordinating with a whole community dancing around us.  Sometimes we lead our partner, and sometimes we follow.  We struggle to adjust our individual rhythm to that of our partner as well as the whole community.  

“In another part of the dance, we change partners. We must let go and adjust again, learning to be flexible and the pattern comes more easily. We change partners with more and more ease, until we return to our original partner and discover we have both learned.” 

Acompañamiento is the experience of being formed and transformed by dancing with another person, within the circle of a community, to then take the beauty and grace of that dance to all the other spaces and times where we are called to be present.  

Acompañamiento is the way we let others know they do not dance alone and we are reminded that we, too, receive the gift of caring neighbors through the presence of others.



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 21, 2013
Luke 10:38-42
Word and Work
In this story about two women, Jesus says that all our efforts and deeds are to be balanced and even nourished by times of doing absolutely nothing but sitting and being with God. We live in a world that equates busyness with importance; a long to-do list, especially when it’s finally completed, gives us a sense of satisfaction and even security. For many, our days are packed and our minds are full and overflowing, worried and distracted, like Martha, by many things. But Henri Nouwen once wrote that our lives, while full, are often unfulfilled. “Our occupations and preoccupations,” he said, “fill our external and internal lives to the brim.” Can you imagine time--without any distractions, any to-do lists--time for our internal lives, hours spent in being with God?
ALL THE WAY TO PRISON
“I was in prison and you visited me.”  (Matthew 25:36b)
    There are over two million inmates in American prisons today.  Many are cut off by hundreds, even thousands, of miles from their families, friends, and home communities.  Some never receive a visit from anyone outside the prison walls.
    Individuals and congregations in the United Church of Christ are involved in volunteer prison ministries of visitation throughout the United States.  Many who participate testify that this calling brings as much or more to their own spiritual lives as to the welfare of the prisoners they visit.
    Rev. M.S. “Des” Desmond, a retired UCC pastor in Brookfield, Connecticut, has been visiting inmates in the federal prison in nearby Danbury for over twenty years.  While prison rules prohibit him from proselytizing, Desmond says that he has never yet met a prisoner “who wasn’t bringing religion into the conversation on their own.  I don’t think they’re missing the point that Jesus came for them, and that he is actually there.”
    “The men I visit,” says Rev. Philip Reller of Tempe, Arizona, “are forced into culturally and religiously molded programs of ‘rehabilitation’ which strip them of their cultural identity and dignity.  Visiting allows us to witness their struggle and speak as allies for rehabilitation and respectful treatment.”
    One inmate that longtime volunteer Betty Woodman visited said, “I love your visits, but could you come visit my cellmate?  He hasn’t had a visitor in twenty-five years.”
    It’s remarkable that Jesus, who never spent even a day in prison as far as we know, understood how important a visitor is to an inmate.  But then everything about Jesus is remarkable.  Isn’t that why we follow him--all the way to prison?











Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 28, 2013
Luke 11:1-13
Shaped by Prayer
The disciples find Jesus at prayer. They are people of faith, taught to pray from early childhood, but when they see the strength, the power, the wisdom of God in Jesus, they want to be strong, and full of power, and wise, too. Jesus responds to their request with a short prayer that has become the prayer that marks us, identifies and unifies us as Christians. Jesus doesn’t talk obscure, intellectual theology, but brings the reality of God’s love home to the people in terms they--we--can understand, the language of everyday relationships, at their best and even at their not-so-best. 
“PEACE BE WITH YOU”
    Some United Church of Christ congregations do it, others don’t.  Some UCC members feel comfortable doing it, others don’t.
    Passing the peace is at least as old as the New Testament.  In the gospels of Luke and John, Jesus greets his disciples with the words, “Peace be with you.”  From the pulpit, many pastors have adopted the words with which the Apostle Paul opens his letters: “Grace and peace be with you.”
    Despite its biblical warrant, some Christians feel uncomfortable repeating phrases like “the peace of God be with you” because it seems unnatural.  Such words may be appropriate when spoken from the pulpit, but they sound artificial when expressed face-to-face in the pews.
    Not only those words, but an accompanying gesture too, come straight from scripture.  In three of his letters, Paul admonishes his contemporaries to “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” That practice has never caught on with Protestants, however, even those who feel most comfortable passing the peace.  We prefer the Quaker practice--a simple handshake (although hugs are becoming more common in some churches).
    To be sure, for some of us, standing and turning to our neighbors, grasping their hands, and repeating words such as “The Peace of Christ be with you,” takes us out of our comfort zone. Crossing the aisle to greet someone we’ve never met is even harder.  But, like the singing of hymns and the reciting of prayers in unison, it reminds us that we are the body of Christ.  And if we can’t extend the peace to our fellow worshipers, how can we expect to answer Christ’s call to be peacemakers in the whole world?  














Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 4, 2013
Luke 12:13-21
Soul Investment
In this part of Luke’s Gospel, Jesus has been addressing the question of our value, telling us that we are precious in God’s sight, so we shouldn’t worry about our “stuff” or believe that a storehouse of treasures constitutes real wealth. Jesus isn’t down on material things, but he knows the seductive power of possessions, and he wants to clear the way for us to receive much greater blessings and joy. As beloved children of God, we have a Parent who wants to give us good things, if we can just make room for them in our lives! We look for the price tag on items, and miss the incalculable worth of our own lives. Our value does not equal the value of our possessions, and because of that, when there’s an abundance of goods, Jesus says that sharing is the way to go. 

THE UCC COFFEE PROJECT
    Coffee is so much a part of church life on Sunday morning that the fellowship hour is often referred to as the “coffee hour.”  Until recently, all we asked about the coffee served then was: “Is it hot enough?” or “Is it strong enough?”  But now that we have become more sensitive to issues of justice for farmers in other countries, we also want to know: “Is this coffee fairly traded?”
    Local congregations can be sure that their coffee is fairly traded by joining the UCC Coffee Project, a partnership between our United Church of Christ Justice and Witness Ministries and Equal Exchange, a worker-owned cooperative dedicated to fair trade.  Equal Exchange works with almost forty coffee, tea, cocoa, and sugar farmer-owned coops in twenty countries.  Those relationships help farmers in places like Colombia, Sri Lanka, and the Dominican Republic support their families, plan for the future, and care for the environment. Founded over twenty-five years ago, Equal Exchange applies the principles of democracy in its relationships with participating farmers.  All of them have an equal stake, an equal vote, and a voice in key decisions that affect them. 
    Through the UCC Coffee Project, local churches and their members can make a difference in the lives of farm families, assuring they receive fair prices for their crops.  At the same time, UCC churches can help themselves.  For every pound of fairly traded products UCC members order through the Project, Equal Exchange makes a donation to the UCC Small Farmer Fund, which assists family farmers in the Southern hemisphere.  For additional information, or to place an order, contact www.equalexchange.coop/ucc.










Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 11, 2013
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Living Into the Promise
Life is difficult: at one time or another, the experience of living has brought pain or illness, loss or loneliness, fear, defeat, worry, doubt, anxiety, hardship. And yet, for people of faith, there is a knowledge, an assurance that even in the midst of that pain or doubt or suffering, God is good. Suffering swirls around us, but so does a blithe disregard for the things we say about that suffering, and for the things we are about in responding to it, or so it feels. Beneath it all, however, this text reminds us that there is a greater and more powerful though unseen reality. In a sense, this passage is about the “however” of life. That “however” raises its head here and there, lifts up from beneath the trouble and turmoil, interrupts the incessant noise and electronic chatter, turns our attention toward ancient promises, and calls us toward our true homeland. 

SENIORS, TOO
    Has this ever happened to you?   You don’t think of yourself as really old, even though your grandchildren are in college.  And you can look after yourself, thank you, although it’s nice to have your daughter drive you to the doctor’s office when you have an appointment.  That’s when it happens.  When you sign in, the receptionist speaks only to your daughter.  Same thing with the nurse, who ushers you two into the consulting room.  Finally, your physician appears, and he asks your daughter about your condition.  
    You want to scream, “Talk to me!  I ‘m not so old that I can’t still explain how I feel!”  But you don’t.  You’re too polite, and anyway you were reared never to challenge professional people.
    “Older people are invisible in society after a certain point,” says Nancy Perry Graham of the AARP.  Society doesn’t consider it a serious problem when not only physicians, but pharmacists, hairdressers, store clerks and bank tellers ignore the older person and pay attention only to their younger companion, even though she isn’t the actual patient or customer.
    But these experiences are part of a much larger problem, the marginalization of older people in our society.  Americans are defined by their work, says Phyllis Moen, who teaches sociology at the University of Minnesota.  “When people say they’re retired, they’re no longer a person of interest.”  They lose their identity.
    Older adults may feel they have lost some of their standing in American society.  But there is at least one community--or should be--where they aren’t ignored.  When we in the United Church of Christ say to everyone, “you’re welcome here,” we intend to include the older generation, too.














Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 18, 2013
Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19
Restore Us

Little is known about why this psalm was written, but considering the context for the pain, suffering and hopelessness presented by the psalmist would help us understand how an entire community could think God is not present with them. But do we really need to know what caused the pain and suffering of the people and what would drive them to the place of beseeching God’s presence? Events today may lead us to ask, Where was God? Why was God no longer present? Why did God leave us to suffer? The psalmist offers a place to question and wrestle with the juxtaposition of caring God and community devastation, shepherd God and injured sheep.  And the psalmist rests in a hope that God who was deemed present in a turmoil-filled, change-driven past, can be counted on to be present in every situation.  
CONSEQUENCES
    Someone once observed that pragmatism is the only uniquely American philosophy.  Many of us employ the word “pragmatic” as a synonym for “practical;” but pragmatism is a little more precise than that.  Put simply, pragmatism teaches that the truth or value of an idea depends upon its practical consequences.  In his lectures on pragmatism, William James defined it as the “attitude of looking away from first things, principles…and looking toward last things, fruits, consequences, facts.”
    To be sure, our Christian faith rests upon “first things, principles”--such as those included in our own United Church of Christ Statement of Faith.  But how could we remain Christians if the consequences of our faith only reinforced cruelty, injustice, and prejudice?  But, of course, that isn’t the case.
    Think of the values and practices Christianity has bequeathed to the world!  Charity and compassion for the “least of these”--widows and orphans, the poor and the hungry.  Greater status and influence for women, who even served alongside men as deacons in the early church.  Blessings upon peacemakers--who turn the other cheek rather than strike back--richly deserving to be called God’s children.  Unbounded respect for learning and science, embodied in everything from literacy programs to universities, inoculation campaigns to high tech hospitals.
    As people of faith and hope, we believe that the Bible will yet provide even more inspiration and enlightenment to guide us toward the reign of justice and peace.  Isn’t that part of what we mean when we declare that “God is still speaking”?  
    













Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 25, 2013
Luke 13:10-17
Healing Reign

The time for God’s healing reign is now, not later. Jesus heals the “bent-over” woman” and sets her free from her longtime ailment.  This happens on the Sabbath, when healing non-life-threatening conditions is not permitted; Jesus breaks the law to heal the woman.  Her condition may not threaten her life, but her life is so precious that each day is a gift and an opportunity to praise God. We are fortunate in many ways in our culture, but we are burdened, too. Sabbath observance, challenges us to set aside a time of peace and rest, to immerse ourselves in the promises of God, the promises that sustain us each day, during “regular” time, too. As the bent-over woman’s gaze was “lifted up” to God in praise, perhaps our perspective, too, will be raised and will lead us to new faithfulness.

THE DIACONATE
    Every congregation has them.  You can recognize them by their abiding desire to help--to be of service.  When they rise to speak in a church meeting, you can be sure they will call attention to an individual or group in need of help.  They will ask for volunteers to assist them in their ministry.  And when the church budget is being discussed, they can be counted on to urge the congregation to increase the line entitled “mission and outreach.”
    There is a name for these folks, and it isn’t bleeding hearts or do-gooders.  The name is as old as the Christian church: Deacon; and it is still employed in many local churches today, as well as enshrined in our Deaconess Hospitals.  In New Testament terms, the word means basically a servant.  But that is not a vague or informal term referring to any volunteer, because deacons were not ordinary lay members.  The diaconate was a church office from the beginning.  When seven members were elected to distribute food to the widows in the Jerusalem community, the Book of Acts tells us that the apostles “prayed and laid their hands on them.”  (6:6b)
    Faithful to the first Christians, many of our congregations still distribute food to the needy, as well as comfort the sick and visit prisoners--ministries to which we, as disciples, are specifically summoned by our Lord, Jesus Christ.  To those traditional ministries of service have been added many others today, including sheltering the homeless, resettling refugees, and tutoring disadvantaged students, to name only a few.  All the more reason to support the diaconate and their ministries today.    


